
 

SWRCB-156 
Rev 2/2023 

D U T Y  S T A T E M E N T  

 
 

ORGANIZATION (DIVISION/REGION/BOARD) UNIT POSITION # DATE 

State Water Board/ Division of 
Water Rights 

Water Quality 
Certification Unit 
No. 2 

800-300-0762-084 May 09, 2023 

NAME OF EMPLOYEE (IF APPLICABLE) 

VACANT 
CURRENT CLASSIFICATION PROPOSED CLASSIFICATION (IF APPLICABLE) 

Environmental Scientist  
NAME OF SUPERVISOR 

Nathan Fisch 
CURRENT CLASSIFICATION OF SUPERVISOR REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY SIGNATURE 

Senior Environmental Scientist  
SUPERVISION EXERCISED (IF APPLICABLE) 

1. DIRECTLY SUPERVISED 2. INDIRECTLY SUPERVISED 
NO. OF  
EMPLOYEES 

CLASS TITLE NO. OF 
EMPLOYEES 

CLASS TITLE 

    

DESCRIPTION OF DUTIES: SUMMARIZE THE REGULARLY ASSIGNED DUTIES OF THE POSITION, EXPLAIN MOST IMPORTANT DUTIES 
FIRST.  LIST THE PORTION OF TIME BY PERCENTAGE IN LEFTHAND COLUMN, EXTRA SHEETS MAY BE ATTACHED. 

% OF TIME DUTIES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

40%  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
35% 

 
 
 
 

Under the close supervision of a Senior Environmental Scientist and consistent with 
good customer service practices and the goals of the State and Regional Board’s 
Strategic Plan, the incumbent is expected to be courteous and provide timely 
responses to internal/external customers, follow through on commitments, and to solicit 
and consider internal/external customer input when completing work assignments. 
Specific responsibilities include: 
 
Conduct complex environmental assessments on issues related to hydroelectric and 
water resource development projects. Oversee scientific field investigations to collect 
and interpret environmental information and data relating to fish, wildlife, recreation, 
vegetation, stream flow, habitat preservation, water quantity and quality relationships, 
aesthetics, land use, and water use. Direct, manage, and review studies and 
investigations, and evaluate reports and results for satisfaction of regulatory 
requirements and technical adequacy. Consult and collaborate with other agencies and 
individuals and prepare comments on environmental documents (e.g., study plans and 
reports, National Environmental Policy Act documents), prepared under the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) licensing process and, to a lesser extent, other 
projects involving water diversion, to resolve conflicts related to environmental issues. 
Attend meetings and participate in collaborative work groups to develop scientific study 
plans that can be used to inform terms and conditions in Clean Water Act Section 401 
water quality certifications. Oversee post-licensing implementation of water quality 
certification conditions, including review of reports, drafting of conditional approval 
letters, processing of amendments, and other related work. 
 
Evaluate project applications and associated environmental information. Develop draft 
and final water quality certifications for hydroelectric and other water resource 
development projects. Prepare environmental documents required to satisfy California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and State Water Board requirements. When acting 
as lead agency under CEQA, direct and oversee the preparation of environmental  
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documents by consultants. Analyze construction and operation of proposed and 
existing hydroelectric projects and recommend mitigation measures or alternatives 
where appropriate. Analyze complex scientific data from impact assessments for 
technical accuracy. Ensure that legal adequacy, content and procedural requirements 
are met. Make recommendations to management and the State Water Board regarding 
project approval, CEQA compliance, selection of alternatives, and requirements for 
mitigation measures. Act as staff liaison to assist in the review of technical and legal 
adequacy of other lead agency environmental documents to ensure the documents 
meet CEQA requirements. Administer the requirements of CEQA as it relates to State 
Water Board actions on water resource development projects, including projects of 
statewide significance. Act as the liaison between contractors and applicants for water 
quality certification to ensure that sound scientific methods are used in the preparation 
of reports, including environmental documents.  
 
Serve as liaison and subject matter specialist for stream water quality and/or fisheries 
issues with other governmental agencies and attend meetings representing the State 
Water Board. Brief State Water Board Members, Executive Director and other senior 
management regarding water quality certifications and related work. 
 
Conduct compliance inspections and monitoring to ensure conformance with terms and 
conditions specified in water right permits/licenses and water quality certifications for 
FERC projects. Prepare environmental compliance reports. Participate in enforcement 
investigations and surveys involving complaints alleging violation of water quality 
certification conditions or water right permit/license terms for FERC projects. 
Coordinate with other interested parties or agencies. Prepare reports and other 
evidentiary material. Participate in State Water Board hearings or court actions 
involving complaints. Provide phone duty coverage. 
 
Perform other duties as required. 
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